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PETITION UNDER 37 CFR 1.47 TO ACCEPT FILING 
WHEN INVENTOR REFUSES TO SIGN 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

This Petition is being filed for acceptance of the above-identified patent 
application under 37 CFR 1.47(a). Enclosed with this Petition are the following: 

1 . A Statement of Facts in Support of Filing on Behalf of the Nonsigning 
Inventor, signed by a person to whom the refusal to sign was made. 



A Declaration setting forth the full name, address and citizenship of the 
non-signing inventor, as well as the full name, address and citizenship of 
the two signing co-inventors. 

The Petition fee of $130.00 (37 CFR 1.17(1)). 
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4. A copy of an email sent December 20, 2005 to Mr. Keith Minnich (one of 
the joint inventors) indicating that despite sending the patent application 
and Declaration twice, the inventor Ramkumar Karlapudi has not signed or 
returned the Declaration so it could be filed with the U.S. Patent Office. 
Attached to the email is a copy of the DHL label dated November 28, 2005 
sending the application and Declaration to Mr. Karlapudi as well as a copy 
of the DHL pre-paid return label. 



Respectfully submitted, 

ANDRUS, SCEALES, STARKE & SAWALL, LLP 




Reg. No. 38,922 

Andrus, Sceales, Starke & Sawall, LLP 
100 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1 100 
Milwaukee, WI 53202 
(414) 271-7590 

Attorney Docket No.: 4553-00013 
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RTATkMKNT OF FACTS TN SUJtPmrPiLFJgaQ 
n\r RRHAL.F OF NONSIGNI NQJG^EHTOM^ 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



This statement is made as to ihe facts thai arc relied upon to establish the diligent 
effort made to secure the execution of the Declaration by thejnonsi>i»g inventor for the 
above-identified patent application subsequent to deposit thereof in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office. 

This statement is being made by the available person having first band knowledge 
of the facts recited herein. 1 he person making this statement is: 



CJK. Ti\vari 
Vice President 
Aquatech International Corp. 
One-Four Coins Drive 
Canonsburg, PA 15317 

RF FORTfi rn OBTAIN INVENT ORIS SlQ&AimE 



The present invention was filed in the U.S. Patent Office on April 13. 2005 and 
received Serial No. 10/531,752. This application is the U.S. National Singe application 
International Application PCT/US2003/03306, filed October 17, 2003, which 



Sir: 
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international application was published on April 29, 2004 as International Publication 
WO 2004/035479 in the English language- The international application claimed priority 
of United States Provisional Application No. 60/419,549 filed October 18, 2002 and U.S. 
Provisional Application No. 60/4 19,552 also filed on October 1 8, 2002. 

Shortly after filing the PCT international application, the three named inventors 
were presented an Assignment document which assigned the entire right, title and bluest 
in the invention and in this application, as well as foreign applications, to Aqualceh 
International Corp. All three inventors named in the PCT international application as the 
Applicants for the United States designation, executed the Assignment. A copy of the 
Assignment is attached and it is to be noted that the inventor RqmKuwar Karlapudi 
executed the Assignment on December 8, 2003. The Assignment was recorded in the 
U.S. Patent Office on May 4, 2005. 

After entering the National Stage in the United States by filing the present 
application on April 1 8, 2005, the inventors Keith R. Minnich aad Richard R. Schoen. 
were presented with a copy of the application as filed as well as the inventof Declaration 
for execution. Both inventors Keith R. Minnich and Richard M. Schocn si^ed the 
inventor Declaration on April 20, 2006. However, the third named inventor RmttmNV 
Karlapudi had left the employ of Aquatech International Corp. and thus a copy of the 
application as filed together with the inventor Declaration was sent to Mr. Karlapudi on 
or about May 27, 2005 via DHL envelop identified by tracking number 101 14137644. 
However, no response from Mr. Karlapudi was received. 

On November 28, 2005. a second attempt to obtain Mr. Karlapwh's signature w» 
made. As evidenced by the attached email from Dawn Pirkel to Keith Minnich, Ms. 
Ph-kcl sent another copy of the application as filed together with the Inventor Declaration 
as well as a prepaid return envelopment via DHL identified by tracking number 
3990009574. However, no response was received ftora Mr. Karlapudi. 

Finally, an attempt by me to reach Mr. Karlapudi by telephone was made on May 
25, 2006. Mr. Karlapudi could not be reached, and despite leaving a voiccinail message 
to return the telephone call, no return phone call was made by Mr. Karlapudi. 
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The above facts clearly demonstrate that despite being presented with the 
application and the inventor Declaration, and despite having an obligation to sign av a 
condition of employment at the time the invention was conceived, Mr. Karlopndi icfosed 
to sign the inventor Declaration. Accordingly, the above facts demonstrate a bona fide 
and diligent effort was made to obtain the signature of Mr. Karlapudl on the inventor 
Declaration, but to no avail. 

ppnnp XTRBn TO, E&EygNT IRREPARABLE DA MAGE OR 
TO PRESERVE T T D2 RIGHTS OF TH E PARTIES 

Since a Notification of Missing Requirements Under 35 USC §371 was mailed 10 
Applicant's representative on December 12, 2005, ihe final date for responding, with 
extensions of time, is June 12, 2006. Accordingly, unless the U.S. Patent Ottice accept* 
the enclosed Petition Under 37 CFR 1.47, the inventors as well as the Assignee will suffer 
irreparable damage because of the lack of signawre by the non-signing joint inventor. 

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS OF THE N ONSIGNINOJ^ENTOR 
The last known address of the nonsigning inventor is listed below: 



Attorneys for Applicant: 

Andrus, Sceales, Starke & Sawall, LLP 

100 East Wisconsin Avenue, Suite 1 100 

Milwaukee, WI 53202 

(414)271-7590 

Attorney Docket No.: 4553-00013 



RatnKuuiar Karlapudi 
14PemdaleLanc 
Homer, N.Y. 13077 
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ASSIGNMENT 



WHEREAS, the undersigned inventors (hereinafter referred to as the ASSIGNORS) have made 
an invention entitled METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR- HIGH EFFICIENCY 
EVAPORATION OPERATION for which application has been filed on 17 October 2003 as 
International Application No. PCT/US03/33066 and whereas Aqua%ech International 
Corporation, (hereinafter referred to as the ASSIGNEE), a corporation organized under the laws 
of Pennsylvania and doing business at One Four Coins Drive, Canonsburg, PA 15317, US is 
interested in acquiring the entire interest in said invention. 

NOW THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar ($1.00) and other good and 
valuable consideration, the full receipt and sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged, we 
hereby assign to the ASSIGNEE our entire right, title and interest in the said invention and in 
and to said application, and in any application(s) based thereon which ASSIGNEE, at its 
expense, may cause to be filed under an international treaty, or in any international or national 
patent office, including any extensions, divisions, reissues, continuations and continuations in 
part of any such application(s), and in any rights of priority which we are entitled to assert. 

The ASSIGNORS hereby authorize and requests the national patent offices of countries in 
which applications are filed to issue any and all Letters Patents resulting from said 
application(s), or any division or divisions or continuing or reissue applications thereof, to the 
ASSIGNEE and hereby covenant that they have the full right to convey the entire interest herein 
assigned and that they have not executed and will not execute any agreement in conflict 



The ASSIGNORS agree to execute all papers necessary in connection with this application and 
any application resulting from said application and any continuing divisional or reissue 
applications of such application(s) and also to execute separate assignments in connection with 
such applications as the ASSIGNEE may deem necessary or expedient. And, the ASSIGNORS 
further covenant that each of them will at all times communicate to the said ASSIGNEE, its 
successors, assigns or legal representatives, all facts relating to said invention, applications and 
Letters Patent, or the history thereof, known to them, and testify as to the same in interferences 
or other litigation, when requested so to do. 

This Assignment shall inure to the benefit of the ASSIGNEE, its successors, assigns and other 
legal representatives, and shall be binding upon its heirs, legal representatives and assigns. 

Inventor: Keith R Minnich 

Residence: W291 N3821 Round Hill Circle 
Pewaukee, WI 53072 US 



herewith. 




Signature 



Customer No. 26753 



Inventor: Ramkumar Karlapudi 

Residence: 1981 Foxcroft Lane 

Waukesha, WI 53189 US 

Signed this day of Decovibey 2003 



Signature: 



Inventor: Richard M. Schoen 

Residence: N67W29767 Hartling Road 
Hartland, WI 53029 US 

Signed this 3_ day of O> ^>c^^^ 2Q03 

Signature: /^^u/ > ^^'- 



RECORDED PTO 

see l A+r9&/ 

FRAMES: MlM 



Customer No. 26753 



(ft 

i 



W9 bsnaot Mcoura Number 
F 2 009 190 

FROM (Company) 

A0.UATECH 
cay 

HARTLAW) 



Preprint RnrSi No. 

98334633 




ZIP CODE (Required) 

5302? 



Kite 



Baches 3rd ft&ty 

□ E 



«ke il^oop^aDyi 

120077760 



Pheni»(RBS|lBrwi) 

2^-36^-9595 




S 

OL 

mm 

X 

(ft 

B 

S 




rAU/ IMS ^ 




DHL Signature 



Safe 



ai Instructions 



Lob Pac* Sftfvtcai 



□ 




BhJpman* VaJualbn 



.00 



^Service 

may 

v»yby 

ccsHinnaon, ... 

visli www,<iW-umconi 

sKtwcrrrmiunoK 




SENDERS COPY 



DflL Worf<^<& Expr ««, ti 
1800 80Wh ptao fe&nd Ho 
Rrurtmk»V ft 33324 
i.600iCaS<DHL 



I 'S«*tf Account RunSr 

2M9J*u>* 
FROM (Cenwsny) 

■MttfMt'a lo- 
ll 20 JAMtS OR 

HARTLANC 



9833*63« ^ m 




^ _ ^« 5es8 

r 




ii fftmnjonoftt ' 




Peymatt 03tate;(^t Card) 




8£WO£fr$ COPY 



-MO 

vttit www.dhMisacom 



:12£» South m& Island Asset; 
iSG0Ca!K2HL 



J 



Page! of I 



Dawn Pirfcel 

From: Dawn Pfrkel [piHcekj@sqoaiechxorpl 
Sent: Tuesday, December 20, 2005 11:36 AM 
To: Keith Minnie* (mlrtni^ 
Subject* Patent Documents WjsdalB 

Hi Keith, 

I just wanted to update you and let you know that I still have not received itee signed 
patent document from Ram. I sent hto another copy (DHL tracldrig #3990009574) 
with a pre-paid retucn envelope (DHL tracking #39900698044 -addressed to me) on 
November 28th. 




Warmest Regards,, 
Dawn Pfrkel 

aqua-chem ICD 

Industrial Concentration & Jtesalmaticn 

P; 262-369-9595-XlOO Pi 262-369-9494 www:aquatech.com 

a division of 

Aquatech International Corporation 



12/20/2005 



